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Introduction to 365 Life:
Season 2

I my first season of writing, | have dealt with
marital  infimacy, strugging through life's
situations, the importance of rest in the Lord,
the joy and strugge of motherhood, the
discovery of 1truly radical grace, the
Fascination with the marvelous light of that
grace, and the discomfort of transitions. Not
too bad for 72 years of blogging, it | say so
myself. 10 devotionals plus  two  journals
published equals Season |.

Today however, marks the beginning of
Season 2. We are embarking on a year-long
journey through the Word of God together.
We cal this journey 365 Life. 365 Because
it is a joumey that takes 3065 steps around
the cadlendar. Life: Because those daily steps
toward God bring us the abundant life Jesus
spoke of in John IOI0. ‘The thief comes only
to sted, kil and destroy. | came that they may
have life and have it abundantty.’
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I John &22-59 Jesus tells us that He is the
bread of life, the manna from heaven, sent
down for us to feast upon and to have a life
everlasting In this passage Jesus, aka the
Word (John ), refers to himself as the
bread +from heaven, or mana. When we
inspect that particular story from Exodus 16,
we find some key details £or 365 life.

‘Behald, | am about to rain bread from
heaven for you, and the people shall go
out and gather a day's portion every
day, that | may test them whether they
wil wak in my Law or not. On the sixth
day, when they prepare what they bring
in it wil be twice as much as they
gather daily" (Ex 16:4-5)

For you- these daly readings are for you
Theyre not you serving God, they are Hm
serving you a banquet that brings lifel
Go out- the lsroelites had to get up, put on
their shoes and gather the manna. Whie God
is providing the feast, we have to make the
choice fo indulge in it.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%206:22-59&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:1&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus%2016&version=ESV

A day's portion every day- just lke you eat
Food daily to stay dlive, so too we must feast
on the Word of God to stay diive. While there
are moany different ways to prepare the
meal and to eat it, God has brought you to
my restaurant where you never readly know
what shape the manna wil take, but you wil
know il be the same amount of reading
every day and that youl wak away ful and
satistied from the Scriptures.

Test them- in the Garden of Eden Adam and
Eve chose to believe Satan's word over God's.
To this very day that is still the test humanity
is taking. Whose words wil you believe today?
By reminding yourself daily of God's words it
is s0 much easier to take every thought
coptive ond toss out the words from the
enemy. Life is a test, so let's study lke we
want to pass!

The sixth day- last season | did not get all the
way through the Bivle. | had a plan. | thought it
was great. But it had one huge Flaw, me! | had
committed to reading and writing all 365 days


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%203&version=ESV

of the next year. | faied to take into account
my human fraitties, my own un-reliability and
most of dl a day of restl In describing the
manna God said, ‘when they prepare what
they bring in, it wil be twice as much as they
gather claily.“ So adithough we may be reading
the same amount of words on the Gth day, it
wil last us twice as long The Sabbath principal

‘At evening you shal know that it was
the LORD who brought you out of
Egypt, ond in the morning you shall see
the gory of the LORD, because he has
heard your grumbling against the LORD."
Exodus 16:6-7

These are our Pamme+ers for the next year.

There wil be a new devotional book for each
four weeks of reading.



We Will Never Be Lost

Wond

~_/( mCCDag

“this Jesus, delivered up accoroling 1o the
deFinite plan and Poreknowledge of God,"
(Acts 2:23)

Last night as | was sleeping, without ceremony
or fanfare, May died and June was born. A
new season of life has begun for me and |
could not be more excited Today is a fresh
start, a new begnning a new rip around the
globe. K even raned last night moking the
world greener and more lush. The birds even
seem to be singhg with more gusto this
morning,

| have spent the last two days Flipping through
my Bible marking out the landmarks for our
year-long journey through the word.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%201:1-3:26&version=ESV

| studied the road mop of life and pinpointed
our rest-stops and our resting days toking
into account bredks in the stories and the
need for some day's journeys to be a bit
shorter or longer than others in order to
reach the best rest-stop possible. Together |
believe God and | have marked out a definite
reading plon for this next cycle around the
sun.


http://tamarknochel.files.wordpress.com/2013/06/wpid-wp-1370098928827.jpg

Now it's up to us to folow it to the best of
our abillities.

Yesterday God brought a sinky to my
attention. He pointed out to me the shape of
the cois, how they circle around a Fixed point
in a continual upward motion. He pointed out to
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me how even when the slinky appears o have
no motion, the shape of the dlinky itsel emits
motion.

So many times in life it seems lke were not
getting onywhere. i feels lke nothing is
happening. But that's not +frue. We are
constantly moving. We are adways in motion
through time and space in eternal clock work
around the Earth's axis, the Sun and around
the universe. This place we cal home is £ull of
circles and cycles that spin us upward toward
Home.

With every cycle we are one level closer to
Hm - even iF it doesnt feel lke it. In today's
reading we £ind Peter quoting  David
prophesying about Jesus:

1 saw the Lord dways before me, for
He is at my right hand that | may not be
shaken; therefore my heart woas @Iad,
and my +ongue rejoiced,— my Flesh also wil
dwell in Hope. For you wil not abandon
my soul fo Hades, or let your Holy One
see corruption. You have made known to
me the paths of life; you wil make me
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£l of glaclness with your Presence."
(Acts 2:25-28)

In our wak through life, Jesus is ever before
us, guiding us in the way we should go through
His Holy Spirit. He remains aways present
through His Spirit, the comforter, so that we
wil not be shoaken by Ilfes drids oand
tribulations. Because of Jesus no matter what
troubles befal us our hearts can be glad our
tfongues coan rejoice because the One who
goes before us has overcome this world and
cleared a path for us to Ffolow, a Way
through which 1o go. Because of Jesus we
can live in Hope and not fear. How can we do
this? We remember His promise. For He wil
not abandon us to Hel or let those of us in
Christ see corruption! Now that, my friends,
is a promise! t's the truth, a whole truth and
nothing but the truth! Jesus has made known
this path of life to us, the truth that once we
accept His gift of salvation He is faithful fo
guard and protect our sous from the
corruption around us. We have been given an
incorruptible life through Christ! There is no
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greater gitt, there is no better joy than o
live that lite!l Whie our bodies may be wasting
away, our souls grow ever stronger, healthier,
more lovely with age. The presence of God in
our lives makes us glad when we could be sad
He mokes us prosper when dl around us +ails.
He strengthens our hearts through this
cyclical journey we cadl ife. A cycle where we
often find ourselves back in pits we were
once pulled out of.. But He is with us, teaching
us dl the whie how to avoid Falhng deeper info
those pits. And even how to avoid them
atogether by leoning on his power and
strength to do SO.
So. Lets hitch up those wagons and set out
on this next leg of our journey through liFe
together. The Bible is our roadmap, His Holy
Spirit is our guide, and 365 Life is our travel
plan.

With God as our guide we wil never be losH



In This Name
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| admit that much of +oday’s reading felt lke
a haze But +hrou9h that haze a PaHern
be@ar\ to emerge. A name.

The Sadducees were "greaﬂ\/ annoyed
because they were teaching the people
and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection
£from the dead' Acts 42
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let it be known to all of you and all the
people of lsroel that by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
cruciFied, whom God raised from the
dead by him this man is standing before
you well* Acts 410

This Jesus is the stone +that was
rejeded lay you, the buiders, which has
become the cornerstone. Acts 4l

‘And there is salvation in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be
saved." Acts 412

‘But in order that it may spread no
farther among the people, let us wamn
them to speak no more to anyone in this
hame." Acts 417

| could go on and on, but J'uer on this shor+t

passage it is evident that there is fremendous

power in the name of Jesus of Nazarethl

Power that filed the Sadducees with jealous

fear and the discip|es with power and
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boldness through His Holy Spirit. There is
power in the name of Jesus because it
speoks of the person of Jesus, in whom adl
power resides. When we have Jesus, we have
everything we need He is the cornerstone the
buiders rejected. Wil you reject him today?
Wil 12 | dimost did. But 'if this plan or this
undertaking is of man, it wil £ail, but i it is of
God, nothing wil be able to overthrow it" Acts
5:38-39

As unfaithful as | have dready fuly proven
myself to be, God stil won't let me £ail. You
know why? Because of you Because He
cares about you. And it's my job to remind
(m\/seH: and) you every day how much He
loves you. He loves you enough to send you
power and strength through a simple name -
JESUS! A name that saves to the fulest and
most extreme extent. A name above al names.
A name that means everything to me because
He gave everything for me whie | was yet a
sinner. Although | sinhed and fell oh so short
of the glory of God, He justiFied me by His
grace as a gift through the redemption that
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is in Christ Jesus whom God put forward as
a propitiation for my sins and yours! (Romans
3.23-25)

Hallelujgh! We are justified through Grace!

Thank you Jesus!
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Who Am |
Living to Please?

Wond

CCDOB Acts T1-922

( S)\

So, | had a whole other post half-heartedy
written in my head and when | started writing
it down and it just didn't feel right. | put down
my pen, picked up my Bible and said through
tears, 'LORD, what is Your message for ME
today?’

| have spent so much fime taking down and
delivering messages for other people lately.
And right now Im the one hurting Much
more than | expected | would. My Grandpa
just died yesterday oand it's hitting me with
more force than | expected. Every little thing
seems to bring me to tears right now. And
the people asking me, "how are you doing?" is
annoying me. They may not intend it, but they
al seem to be asking me i I'm staying strong
and holding it all together. Wel, | guess the
answer is, 'no m not'. But realy, should | be?
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Should | be holding the sadness in so that it
con swadlow me whole later? Should | stay
strong so that others arent made
uncomfortable?

For so long Ive lived my life for others, for
their pleasure oand satisfFaction. Why? What
good does that do me? And even though lve
tried living for Christ (in the way others told
me | should) that didnt seem to ever work
out either. So | wonder it perhaps | should
start living for me instead. Start living to
please His Holy Spirit inside me so that when |
stand in heaven and look back on my life | can
say | loved me. So that | can say | loved seeing
Hm in me coming out in ways | never
expected or could have hoped.
This morning when | asked God what His
message for ME was today He pointed to
Acts  T20 'Beautifu in Gods  sight'
Today, right now, when Im trying so hard to
write and be faithful and do His wil Right
now when Im stinky and frumpy with my
trusty Purdue sweatshirt from colege, yoga
ponts, crazy hair, no mokeup and even un-
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brushed feeth. Right now when I'm broken fo
bits and hurting and weeping constantly. That's
when | am truly beautiful in His sight. When I'm
leaning on HmM with everything | have because |
recognize how weok | readly am, how
desperately | need His help because | simply
can't do this on my own. That is when I'm the

most beautiful to Hm.

(He made me take and post this picture)

Ok, | shared mine, what was your personadl
message £rom God through His Word today?
¥ youre brave enough, take a picture of
your beautiful sel and share it with ug!
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Beautiful YOU

Wond
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Yesterday | posted a picture of my disheveled
ltHe sel& and chdllenged you to share pictures
of your beautiful  selves  with me.
(TamarKnochel@gmail.com - let me know i |
con share them, | wont unless | have
Permission.) When the first one came in | was
so struck by the Spirit at how beautiful He
feels we are. And then He started singing:

“You are so beautiful, to Me.
Can't you see?

Youre everything | hoped for,
Youre everything | need

You are so beautiful, to Me!'

He wasn't jus’r singing o me in my brokenness
or even to the Ioeau+y whose Pic+ure | was

laeholding, it was, no IS, His song to al of us.
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To YOU Personally. In +oday’s scriPJrure God
told Peter, "What God has made clean, do not
cal common.' Acts 1015

I the early days of the Bible God puled
Abram aside and told him he was special, that
God wanted to make a holy nation through
Abram. And Abrom believed Hm. That very
hation grew rapidy and became more
numerous than the sand at the sea or the
stars in the sky. When Christ died on the
cross He died for ALL mankind His blood
cleanses EVERY heart that believes, which
brings them into the famiy of God.

God has made you clean. He has declared you
as holy and set apart for His good purposes,
dont you dare consider yoursel common! You
have the blood of JESUS covering your
nakedness, cleansing your wounded-ness, filing
in your imperfections, declaring you pure,
righteous and beautiful in His sight. And there
is NOTHNG common or ordinary about that!

You are so beautiful to Hm. Receive this 91F+
of Truth from Hm +oday.
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Letter from God

Beloved,

| can't Fit in a box and neither can you. You
have to be who | made you to be or youl
never be hoppy with yourself. Youve got to
do what | made you to do. Say what | made
you to say. Look the way | made you to look.
Live the way | made you o live. Act the way |
made you to act. | made you to be you, a
unique and special individual unlike anyone else
in al of creation, why would you want fo be
just ke someone else? Just be yourself, it's
who | made you to be And | think youre
pretty spectacular it | do say so myself! D
love you. The you | made you to be. Stop
trying to copy other people, it's not worth
your time and effort, because no matter
how hard you try, you can't be them and
they cont be you My world doesn't work
that way. it only works i you be you and let
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them be them Theyre a oot and youre an
eye. They cant see and you can't wak so get
over it and move on to do the +function |
created you to perform Be an ', the most
beautiful ' you can be, the I, | made you to

be. You'll never be sorry you did.
Love ALWAYS,

God

18



Closed Doors Opened

Wond

‘-/( 1'heCDaH

‘About midnight Paul and Silas were praying
and singing hymns to God and the prisoners
were listening to them, and suddenly there
was a great earthquake, so that the
Foundations of the prison were shaken And
immediately al the doors were opened, and
everyone's bonds were unfastened"' Acts
I6:25-2G

Many of us are in different spiritual prisons.
Sometimes more than one at a time! However,
that is where | pray this blog comes into play.
When | write | usualy write £rom or about a
prison Ive been in whether Fear, or Doupbt,
Uncertainty,  Condemnation, Complacency,
Confusion, you hame il And | pray that my
prayers and ‘songs' shake the foundations of
your prisons!
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i we look at this scripture we find what
happens when foundations are shaken, doors
open ond bonds are unfastened That's the
power of the Word of God!

Earlier in Acts I we +£ind Pau, Sias and
Timothy facing closed door (verse G Asia)
after closed door (verse T- Bithynia). | can
only imagine how frustrated they were at
this. Here the Spirit of God has empowered
them with boldness and a passion to spread

the gospel but He keeps +e|lin9 them, 'not

here'.

I've been in that halway of locked doors with
God before oand its frustrating and
discouraging as you knock on door after
door and they simply remain closed to you. So
you wak farther down the hal and knock on
more doors and they stay closed causing
more feelings of rejection and disappointment
and doubt of your cdling But these doors
are not a rejection of you nor are they a
confirmation of your doubts; +hey’re arrows
pointing you in the direction God wants you fo
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40. They’re ke those signs in the bank when a
teller window is closed, ‘next teller Please".

God, please infuse us with the patience of
Your Spirit as we continue down our hall of
closed doors in search of +the door of
opportunity that was made just for us. Headl
our knuckles that have been bruised and
bloodied £rom knocking There are so many
hurts that accompany closed doors, we give
those hurts to You our great and mighty
hedler. Lord, we give You our prison-stays.
And we wil praise Your name in every
circumstance that shokes us because we
know that we have been given an unshakable
kingdom (Hebrews 1218-29) where Christ is our
unbreakable foundation. We pray that we may
be deeply rooted and grounded in Your love
For us ond that we may have strength to
comprehend with al the saints what is the
breadth and length and height and depth, and
to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, that we may be FILLED with ALL
the fulness of God. (Ephesians 317-19)
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Sabbath

NO

READING
TODAY!
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Wake Up!

QWond
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‘Be dert' Acts 20:27

Yesterday, as | was driving home from the
vet's office with the kids and dog in the
backseat | had a strange thought run through
my head, 'Since youre such an importont
person in the kingdom of God you should drive
your car off the road intfo that tree and
prove it" Now, at the time | was driving at no
slow speed so of COURSE the thought
frigntened me and | immediately pushed it
aside. So whie | didn't obey i, | didn't stop to
think where a thought like that coud be
coming from either. | simply pushed it out of
my mind and kept driving And | didn't think
about it again unti this morning at 3:22am
when | woke up £rom a dream with a start. |
coant remember ony of the dream except
driving my car of£ the road into a treel
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Now whie some may say a dream lke that is
straight £rom the devil | wil strongly disagree
with them, because that dream woke me up! h
derted me to the demonic activity that had
been so surrounding me during the day that |
had ceased to redize +their efforts +to
destroy me. | had failed to remain dert to
their ploys. | had not been toking EVERY
thought CAPTIVE.

‘For though we wak in the flesh, we are
not waging war according to the Llesh.
For the weapons of our warfare oare
not of the flesh but have divine power
tfo destroy strongholds. We destroy
arguments and every lofty opinion raised
against the knowledge of God, and take
every thought captive to obey Christ,
being ready to punish every
disobedience, when your obedience is
complete’ 2 Corinthians 103-G

You see, those +hou9h+s of running my coar
into a tree, +hey weren't my +hou9h+s. Yet |
was stil a||owing them +to +rom|9 their way
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through my head instead of capturing them
and punishing them £or invading my space. Our
minds are the battlefield of opiritual warfare
because as a man thinks, so he is. And out of
the overflow of his heart a mon spedks,
(Matthew 12:34, Luke &45) and those words
contain the power of life and death (James 3)
to al who hear them including the speaker.

When | awoke £rom my dream | simuttaneously
awoke £rom my spiritual slumber as well | had
been renting out space in my head to the Liar
himsel& and it was high-time | kicked him out!
So right then and there | opened my mouth
and spoke, "Spirit of Suicide, in Jesus' name,
report to Jesus immediately for sentencing’
On and on | went, Self-harm, Self-destruction,
Indifference, Lack, Depression, Fear, Self-
reliance.. capturing them by the ear by caling
our their name and punishing them the best
way | know how. | sent them to The Judge
For eternal punishment. For an HOUR | lay in
bed guietly and cdmly cadling out the names
of my former tormentors, teling them where
to go and then asking the Holy Spirit to come
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and Fil the space they had occupied with His
beautiful fruity sel: ‘Come Love, Joy, Peace,
Patience, Goodness, Gentleness, Kindness,
Faithfuness and Sele-Control' | praised God
For opening my eyes to the bonds that had
been hindering me from fuly praising Hm and
Fully appreciating His love £or me.

In that very car on the way TO the vets
ofFice | had been sobbing for God to help me,
to free me from this unknown and un-named
prison | seemed to be in. A prison | knew |
couldn't get out of on my own. Right then the
scdle tipped back toward my favor and the
Enemy knew he had been defeated because |
had run into THE treel
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THANK YOU JESUS!

| feel lke a comPIeJrely different person +oday
without all those “cling—ons“!

HALLELUJAH!

See what just one short week of daily Bible
reading con do for you? | certanly have
missed it Oh my friends, the best is yet to
come, won't you join mel?!
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Take a Break

TRUST in the LORD with all your heart and
lean not in your own undereranding!

"What shall | do LORD?" Acts 2210

I that not the question of the century or
whatl What's shall | do Lord? For many of us
true rest and stiness is a very difFicut
concePJr to master. For me, it is because |
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love Feeling Producﬁve. | love the Peehng of
having accomplished someJrhing, or better ye+
many +hings. H makes me feel usefd, valuable..
important. £ 'm not DONG some’rhing i feel
less valuable.

Did | serious|y juer say that? Just Iooking at
that sentence maoke me shaoke my head How!
How in the world con my Physical ac+ivi+\/
affect my value? | mean, if a car isn't driving
me somewhere does that decrease it's a value
or alailH—y to do so later? No. Ac+ua||y, most
cars are worth more if +hey haven't been
driven ex+en5ively and essenﬁally worn out. Or
my children. £ they're si++in9 ond wa’rching TV
or sleeping rather than c|eanin9 does that
make them less valuable to me? What about
my coffee maker? s job is to make coffee
when | want it. | did does just that. So during
those times when it's not making coffee does
it lose its value? Nope. So where in the world
do we geJr the idea that i+ were +alking a
break of any |eng+h that we lose our value?
Or +that were not useful? IF my coffee
maker is not Iaeing used at the moment does
that mean it has ceased to be a useful +ool
for my kitchen? IF my car isnt being driven
at the moment has it ceased from being a
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useful way for me to get o the grocery
store? Ohl Or what if it even ran out of gos
which is +o+ally happened! Has it ceased to be
useful o me? By no meanst Was it the car’s
fat i+ ron out of gos, or mine?
Why do we feel so guiHy about running out
of 9os Physica"y or sPirHuaHy or emo+ionally?
Why is it so hard to dlow ourselves to be
humans N need of a breok? Why do we
refuse to rest? Why do neglech o Fil up our
gos tanks or our water reservor and then
9e+ angry when +he\/ run out and we're
forced +o s+oP our movement and take a
break and Pmy?

Prayer is our fuel and tme in the word is our
Iiving water. The Lord is my s+ren9+h, an ever
Presen+ help in Yimes of +rouble.
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“Shipwrecked” with Guest
Writer Mark Trietsch

QWond

N
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Good morning all So yesterday | finished the
post, Take a Break! And then headed off fo
church and lo and behold wouldh't you know it
that the message God had waiting there +or
me fo receive was that | should.take a break!
Imagine that! LOL. So, just as THE doctor has
drected | am taking this week off +rom
posting | wil stil be reading al the readings
and writing apout them just none of you wil
ever get fo see them hstead we wil al be
Plessed to receive offerings from severdl
friends of mine that have so graciously
agreed fo submit a story, or picture or video,
whatever God leads them fo share with us

So without +further ado, | presen+ fo you
foday’s guesf writer, Mark Trietsch! Let's g/'ve
him a warm welcome.
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Xround of thunderous app/ause)f

At our church Sunday, we had a very
interesting guest speoker. His name is Douglas
Carmel, (I hope | have his last name speled
correcﬂy), and he is a Christ believing Jew.
We have been studying the Passion of the
Christ in my Sunday school class of middle-
schoolers. So, | had Doug come in to speak to
the class, as clearly, he would have more

knowledge of Jewish his+ory than | would.

One of the tfopics | asked Doug to address
was the Roman-Jdewish relationship. W struck
me, the dynamic that presents itself so
clearly, in both the case of Jesus and why
Paul was sent to Agrippa. Doug explained to
the class that the Romans didn't really have a
problem with Christianity, at least earty on
They didnt have a problem, because they
didnt realy care. As explaned by Doug, the
Romans had their own gods, the gods of
Olympus, so another religion wasnt a huge
concern for them They were more
interested in faxes. Worship anything you
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want, J'uer keep the tax money rollin9 in.
Sounds a lot lke our governmenJr +oday, but
that is another s+ory.

The simiarity in both cases is uncamny. The
Jewish leaders, who knew the Old Testament,
and therefore should have recognized the
truth in the ministries of Jesus and Padl
wanted them to be shut up by any means
possivle. This meant appeding to the very
Romans, which they themselves hated, to do
the dirty work for them Meanwhie, the
Romans, who knew little to nothing about
Moses and the prophets, in both cases found
the accused guilty of nothing

Makes me think about how often times it is
the people who should know better that are
the hardest to reach with the Gospel People
who perhaps went to church as a chid,
attended vacation Bible school and heard al
the stories, yet that is all they are to them,
stories, People who can recite the Christmas
story front to back, sing about the Sient
Night but deny the very words they are
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singing. They may be the very definition of a
'good person’, but utimately they refuse to
live £or Jesus. They have head knowledge, but
not heart knowledge. | marvel at the stories
and testimonies of the drug addict or the
dlcohdlic, with very little going for them, that
they wil receive the message of Christ
openly, while the ‘normal’ person shuts out the
truth.

The other main thought | had whie reading
these chapters was that Paul never lost sight
of his god, his mission. Whether standing
before a Roman ruler or an island dweler,
Paul continued to present the Gospel message.
He never let his circumstances change his

mission.

t makes me cringe to think how often | let
my daiy surroundings determine my mood. K
things are going bad at work, does that give
me a valid reason to blow up, lose my cool,
and act like a loon? Sitting in my living room,
the answer is a very clear 'of course not'
Yet how often do we let smal things take us
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away from our uitimate mission. How many
times do we let work situations, or +he
behavior of our kids, determine whether we
publicaly show Christ's love to others today?
Or, wil we get mad at our temporary
hardship and focus on our need, and how we
are being 'cheated? Through chains, prison,
house arrest and shipwrecks, Paul saw every
situation not as reason o throw up his hands
and qguit, but as a new stage to present the
Word of God. Paul locked to make the best
of every situation and circumstance.

Makes one want to lower their heads a little.
Most likely we wil never £ind ourselves lost at
sea, or shpwrecked, or stand in chains
before those which could kil us. Yet we can
amost loock for reasons not to be a witness
for Jesus, to decide to “turn it off' i we
feel ke it. May we strive fo be more lke
Pau, fo see the opportunity in whatever God
presents us with and fo carry our witness
for HmMm wherever we find ourselves.
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“The Lion has Roared”
with Guest Writer
Jennifer Adams
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Today’s gueer writer is my dear friend
Jennifer Adams!

*Thunderous applause*

H you would lke to learn more about
Jennifer and her children's book (For |
AM  Always With You: Vadlerie's True
Fairy Tade) click here to visit her
website. | HIGHLY recommend i And
now without further ado, Il hand the
keyboard over to Jennifer!

‘Before the Lord God does anything,
He tells His servants the PropheJrs. The
Lion has roared Who wouldn't be
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afraid? The Lord God has spoken, and |
must Prophesy." ~Amos 3748

To be a prophet of God is an awesome
responsibility, because you are
appointed by God himself. i is a divine
honor, but it is dso a burden as
identified in Amos’ name which means

‘burden bearer".

As for on Old Testament prophet, his
name did carry its ful weight. He was
given the 'burden’ to declare to lerael
the wrath that they were about to
receive from God for al their sin and
Transgressions. Therefore, when we
hear the word burden, it takes on a

negaﬁve connhotation.

Through the message God gove to
Amos, the Lord was showin@ Himself as

the one aHacking lsrael, rather +han
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protecting her. Up fo this point, He was
her shepherd, but three transgressions
plus one more equals destruction. Amos
listed the sin of lsraels enemies, then
the sins of her dlies, and then Finaly
lsraels list was adding al the sins to
herself. God was accusing lsrael to be
the worst of all the nations. Why would
God say this?

Because lsrael was the opple of His
eye, therefore her disobedience hurt
Hm the most. ' _+o whom much has
been given, much wil be required’
~Luke [2:48 God had given the Hebrews
the law. They knew that their actions
were defiont of the one true God. IF
only His people would repent. God knew
that He could no longer Porgive the
inequities; His only choice was judgmerﬁ.
He made it clear to them that only a
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few would be snatched from the Lion's
mouth. God did not want them +o
mistake His anger as an ide threat.

As human nature would have it, it takes
a Lion's roar to gain our attention
Most of us need to become afraid to
reach out for a savior. | believe that is
what God has done here. He became
the Lion so that he could send the
Lamb. He knew that His chidren would
never be adble to uphold the law, but
rather, He shed the blood of His son to
cover al iniguity. Now when Jesus
invites us to take His yoke, the burden
has been redeemed.

Paul writes fo the Galatians, that every
man shal bear his own burden,
expressing to the individual that each
one of us has a specific task that God
has assigned only to them.
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This is impeling to me! | am awe struck
with the knowledge that the Creator
of the universe thought of me and
what He wants me 1o be before | was
ever born. Not only that, but HE has
the confidence n ME 1o FUFill that
purpose to help complete His kingdom.
That right there should compel every
one of us to fdl on our faces and
declare to Hm we are iruly humbled
and wiling to do oanything that He
ordains of us.

| admit, | was once afrad that | would
be unable to do what He expected. |
was lke most of us who are scared
that He may demand too much, or He
may require something that | was not
wiling to do. However, Jesus reassures
us that His burden is light. ~Matthew
I-30
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He is not going to ask us to do anything
that He has not equipped us to do. But
you ask, how does He equip us? Jesus
Christ dwels in those who have been
baptized by the Holy Spirit. Theretfore,
it is His strength, His abilities that adllow
us to do what He asks. He is doing the
work, yet He dlows us fo share in the
gory! In the O Testament, the
prophets were cadlled servants. With the
New Testament Covenant, Jesus has
cdled us friends. We each have the
opportunity fo be a prophet for the
King of the Universe. Wil you answer
the Roar?

56



“Is That a Siren?” with
Guest Writer Dalaiah
Hepburn
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| am so pleased as punch to introduce today's
guest writer, my friend and felow blogger,
Dalidloh Hepburn. Click _here i you would like
to visit her ‘Transparenme’ blog or here it
you would like to visit her ‘Not so Empty Nest'
blog,

Let's give a warm welcome 1o Dadlidlah, she

-Pouthr all day Iong for this message!
*thunderous round of applause*

Yesterday woas very eventful for mel |
worked a £ull day at my new job, my son (20
yrs old) picked me up from work (how crozy
is that) and we had one of the few warm
ond muggy days on the day of a church
block party! Wool But none of those woas
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even the begimning of the highlight of my
night! That came when | entered a smal tent
with a woman adready sitting there. She was
another prayer warrior who had volunteered
to pray at this event. We met, we had small
tak ond before we could even pray over our
time there, the mad dash was on We
immediately had someone come over for
prayer and that is where God began to put
the missing pieces of my past and everything
| had been through in perspective.

The Ffirst lady had a 16 yr od daughter/
gronddaughter. I'm doing time with my 16 yr
old daughter and al her friends, attitude,
rebelion, disrespect, disregard for others,
etc. Im sure some of you con relate to these
so caled friends | speok of.

As the night went on, | met pieces of me at
different times of my lfe ond prayed
Fervent ond warring prayers over these
women. Even at the end, | prayed over my
new friend, who apparentty knew my mom,
and her need of heding | came home semi
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exhausted but no+hin9 Prepared me for what
was next.

| woke up the next morning after what
appeared to be a long restless sleep (I dont
remember) and felt ke a MACK TRUCK had
not just ron over me but backed up two or
three times to moke sure the job was donel
was only then and through crying out and
prayer that | redlized exactly what is in this
text. We are at war and God is sounding the

alarm.

In the beginning chapter, 5, what drew me in
was the text, ‘'seek me and live," at the end of
verse 4 and then at the beginning of verse G
again, ‘seek the LORD, and live.". Throughout
these chapters that's what | kept seeing
That's what | keep hearing That's what God
keeps on saying to us. How simple is that?
'Seek me and live" No jumping through hoops,
no endess working, no sweat and blood o

give, _]uer seeking Him.

The other +hing God drew my atHention o is
the alarm that was sounded. Al +hrou9h the
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text, its lke God was saying, 'Okay, yal are
not doing as | said You better get it together
because | dont want to do this but | wil to
get my glory' Ws interesting how the times
have not readly changed We sftil have our
idols, our fadlse worship, our watered down
sermons, our.. okay Im done. What | hear in
this text is YOU HAVE FORGOTTEN YOUR
FRST LOVE! How soon we forget that we
serve a Sovereign God just as much as we
serve a jedlous One. And at the end of the
7th chapter, hahdl

Have you ever had your chid act a plum +ool
in the store? | mean +the cryng and
screaming, the £it on the floor and tearing
down things and kicking as i you were a
Kidnapper trying to abduct this very violent
ItHe person? And al the way through the
store and to the car you just keep saying, 'Oh
you are in for il Just wait until we get to
that carl | am gonna wear your butt out!” And
then you get to the car with a much quieter
chid only to rediize that your baby, the one
who just morphed into a creature from far
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away, is smiing and hugging you. Theyre cam
That's God with us. At the end of this text, |
love this, He simply says,“ 1 wil restore the
Fortunes of my people lsrael, and they shal
rebuid the ruined cities and inhabit them; they
shall plant vineyards and drink their wine, and
they shall make gardens and eat their fruit. |
wil plant them on their land, and they shadl
never again be uprooted out of the land that |
have given them’ says the LORD your God

Whie He has every right, dl the power o
discipline us and would i necessary, what He
desires is to commune with us and bless us.
What a mighty God we serve!
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Chocolate Dream

From Season |

Word

DAY | cpyoricton 1423

And the king made silver and gold as common
N Jerusdlem as stone, and he made cedar as
plentiful as the sycamore of the Shephelah 2
Chronicles |15

| had a dream this morning that | just have to
share with you | got up and read my
scriptures for today and got done a little bit
early. Sean was stil doing his workout £or the
morning so | went back into the bedroom and
laid back down, less because | was tired and
more because | was freezing But |
immediately fell asleep and had this dream:

My Mom took my son and | to go visit my
husband at work for lunch. We ate in a little
cafeé after eating we wanted fo get a desert
from the bokery case, but we only had

enough money to Iau\/ one +hing for us to
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share. t was a chocolate chip cookie dipped in
the most decadent luxurious chocolate [ve
ever tasted You know, one of those
chocolates that you bite into it and when it
hits your tongue your eyes rol intfo the back
of your head and a moan of pleasure
escapes your lips embarrassingly, yeah, it was
one of those kinds of chocolates and was
gone in seconds. | looked down and | had it dl
over my fingers and everything but before
licking them of£ | asked the young girl behind
the counter i they sold any of the chocolate
by itself. | wasn't planning on buying any of it
right then, | didn't have any money left For it,
but for the next time we came | wanted to
be prepared to buy as much of it as | coud
so | coud make something with it myself. Wel
the girl looked around to see i anyone was
looking and then whispered to me secrefively
‘give me a minute' and then turned to the
shelf behind her that was filed with every
kind of chocolately treat you could possibly
imagine. And she started taking one of
everything down off the shelf and putting it
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my Mom to see i she was seeing what was
happening ond she was nowhere in sight. When
| tumed back around there was a pile of
succulent chocolate treats so large that
there was no way that dl three of us could
come close to carrying it out to the car with
us. So | asked the girl behind the counter if
she had a bag

Then | woke up briefly when my husband
came in the room, but immediately went back
to dleep. Before | fel back to sleep | woas
praying ‘Lord, can You readly be that good?" |
knew what that dream had meant, that God is
preparing to bless us with more abundance
than we'll be able to carry by ourselves. And
it won't just be any old abundance, it wil be
the BEST abundance, the kind that makes you
just rol your eyes back in your head and
moan embarrassingly it wil be so good. But
that kind of abundance isnt familiar to me, so
honestly, it's readly hard for me tfo believe
that God wil do that for me and my family. |
have lived on the verge of poverty my entire
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ife, | dont know what adbundance lke that
locks like, except when it's for other people.
But not for me. So it's realy hard for me to
understand why God would choose to bless
me with that. So when | was praying ‘Lord,
con You readly be that good?“ in my heart it
was realy ‘Lord, can You redly be that good
to ME?" And | prayed that over and over and
over and over unti | suddenly found myself

asleep and dreaming again. Only this time:

| was laying in the top bed of a bunk bed with
both my chidren in the bottom bunk and my
husband lying beside me. And whie the words
of my prayer were repeating through my
brain lke they do in a dramatic moment of a
movie my husbaond leaned over me oand
wrapped one arm around my waist to pul me
closer to him. And as another ‘Lord, can You
realy be that good?“ resounded through my
brain He whispered into my ear “Yes | con'
And at that exact moment a bright red
cardinal swooped down in front of me and
landed on a tree branch nearby. And then the
dream repeated itself a second time ‘Lord,
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can You readly be that good?', hug whisper,
Yes | can’, cardinal swooped down and then it
stared at me with this look on its face lke
‘believe it dready woman' And then | woke up
again

The fact that the dream repeated itself
twice means that it is SET. |t is certan. W is
God's plan and it wil happen. God IS that good.
H's still hard for me to believe that He is that
good to me, | certanly have done nothing to
deserve it, but the way in which He held me
and said “Yes | con' | know that He can and
that He wil And to be honest i+ dmost
terrifies me a litte bit. I've lived in these bonds
of Financial slavery for as long as | can
remember, | dont know oanything different
and that makes it a little scary for me. But |
refuse to be afrad Because | know that God
is with me and He is for me, and i+ He is for
me then WHO can be against me... including
me and my irrational fears. | dont know what
to do with abundance, but Im great with living
in lack. | know what to do, | know how to act, |
know this place lve lived in for so long Ive
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learned how to be content with what | have
ond | didnt even ask +for abundance, other
thon an abundance of the LORD in my life,
because that | could never have enough of!
God and | have been through some realy
tough spots in life together, | couldnt live
without Him in my life. | only want Him. Without
Him nothing else on this rock means anything,

In the verse today, King Solomon's reign was
one of such wealth and abundant prosperity
that siver and gold were as common as stone.
Con you even begn to imagne wealth like
that? And not just for the king himself, it was
in al of Jerusdem! Al the people were that
weatthy! What would that be lke? | read that
verse before | had these dreams! Because,
honestly, God knows that chocolate is a
bigger deal o me than siver and gold are. But
seriously, in that dream there wasnt a single
healthy food item in the lot! t was cakes and
cockies, candies, truffles, bon bons, chocolate
cinnamon rols, i it was yummy and sweet it
was in that pile and then somel | might as well
have been in a chocolate Shoppe in heaven,

68



and for al | know | mithr have beenl Because
that was chocolate lke I've never tasted in my
liFel + was real and pure, divine.

Hmmmmm.... now that's a thought! Everything
here on earth is but a shadow or a pattern
of the things of heaven... it chocolate is this
good here... sigh... Oh that Marriage Supper
of the Lamb is gong to be a feast to

making me hungry dreadyl Oh my friends,
that | might dance in the streets of heaven
with you now! What a day that wil be! But
dlas, we have work to do here first. And we
wil be strong and do it fervently unto the
Lord because He is worthy of our praise and
our honor. My dear friends let us hold out
our hands to receive the abundance that God
so desperately wants to pour out over us. Let
us keep our hope Firmly placed in Hm and His
goodness,— and not on the +hings of this earth
that pass away so quickly and never satisfy.
Let us run with endurance toward the goadl
that Our Father has set before us, His loving
arms held open wide waiting to receive us into
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His presence every morming through His word.
He loves us so. Let us accept that love with
open hearts and open minds. Let us search
For that love with open eyes and listen for
that love with open ears. Let us run toward
that love, His unending love with feet that wil
not grow weary or faint, but wil mount up on
wings lke eages oand soar tfoward our
heavenly reward that IS waiting for us. Every
day that we endure here in the valey of the
shadow of death is nothing compared to the
thousands of days that we wil rejoice in and
praise His holy name in when we finaly get
home and see Hm face to face His loving
arms wil wrap around us and He will whisper in
our ears, 'See, | told you | could be that good
| fold you that you would see My goodness i
the land of the living My righteous ones are
never forsoken and their chidren are never
begging For bread'

Yes my friends, | believe He can be that good
and that He IS that good Oh i only we would
receive that today! & only we would open
ourselves up to His goodness today! IF only we
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would open al the doors of our sou lke
windows in a house and dlow His goodness to
blow in lke a fresh spring breeze and then
cling to that goodness throughout the day
when the Enemy tries to snatch it away from
us and keep us from believing that He is that
good. I only we could believe Hm, and not just
in Hm. & only we could cling to Hm the way
He clngs to wus, Fervently and  without
hesitation. Lord help us do thatl Help us to
believe in Your goodness, HERE, NOW in the
land of the living. Help us to receive you today
and every day. Help us to open ourselves up
to You and all Your goodness, today! Help us to
cling to You and fo shove the Enemy out the
door when he comes knockin' #rying to bust
his way intfo our consciousness. Father help us
in our helplessness. Help us in our disbelief. Help
us in our fraities and use them to dlow Your
ability, Your faith and Your strength to shine
through us. Use us, not because we are
worthy or able but simply because we are
wiling to be used of You. Father thank You
For dlowing us to be a part of Your world
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Thank You for insisting on loving us even when
we push You farther away from ourselves.
Thank You for cdling us to draw nearer to
You and dllowing us to enter Your gates with
thanksgiving and Your courts with praise.
Instead of throwing us out where we deserve
to be;, where there is crying ond gnashing of
teeth. You cal us in to your throne room and
pul us up onto Your lap where we can snuggle
nearer to Your heart. Thank You Lord.

Singz BPig House Iay Audio Adrenaline
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Sabbath

NO

READING
TODAY!
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“Family Affair” with Guest
Writer Dalaiah Hepburn

Word

"'*‘“CDag | Chronicles 424725

Dalaiah Hepburn is back with us today! Yay! |
am so excited to share her writing with you!
Plus, this time she brought me cupcakes
mmmmmm....... Those | won't be sharing with
you @IF you would lke to visit her
TransparenMe blog click here. Or her other
blog Not so Empty Nest Days, click here.
Dalaiah thank you so much for coming back
today. Let's dl give her a nice round of

applause as she takes the s+age.
*Thunderous Round of Applause*

| have a big enough £amily, both on my mom's
side and my dads. for whatever reason, |
know my dad's side more than | do my mom's.
| dlso notice something about my dad's £amily.
As Far as | con tel, they are info chidren's
work. | dont know how far back it goes or
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when this legacy started but its there and my
brother, myself and even my kids are showing
this trait of desire to work with or for kids,
from teacher adl the way to advocate. Just
ke in this geneadlogy, Im sure we have some
kih we love to be around, some we don+t.
Some we Flock to, some we duck from and
then there are the ones no one can
remember how they are kin +to ud
Jabez, earlier n the text (v9-0), was one of
the famiy members we would have asked as
we saw him waking in the room or backyard,
‘now how is he related? | see his mama, but
who is his dadd\/?" The other thing we would
have noticed about him is that he, ‘more
honorable than his brothers' But he didnt
notice it. How many times has someone told
you how gifted you are in an area and you
thank them, though not believing it because of
the forment you lived with in another area of
life. Ouchl

This is really a ParJr of the Bible | s+ru@9|e
with. Can | say that out loud and stil be looked
at the same? | skim the genealogies not so
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much because | don't care, but because all |
see is and this one begat this one, this one
Iaega’r this one, this one, this one and two
others by his helpmaid Rt's just not as active
as Judges 546! Now Sampson read like an
action packed moviel But because it is in
Gods Word, it's important. Thats when it
begon to hit me, quite recently actualy. Like
right as | was writing this, whats in the
geneadlogy of Jacob's sons is Famiy and how
different they are yet stil blood.

We are actudly able to see what Jacob had
spoken over his sons and grandsons come
Forth. In the latter part of chapter 4, we see
the family lining up and starting their own
Family trees, some of great worth, some not
so great yet not counted out. In chapter 5,
speaks of Reuben's lineage and how sin can
cast you out of the place of honor you were
once in (his birthright was as firstborn) but
not out al together. We adlso see others
ineage as Faithful, as smal, as disobedient.
chopter G, we literaly see the birth of the
Levites. We see the birth of Aaron, Miriam
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and Moses (n that order) and the
understanding of their portion being the
LORD. These were those set apart for Hm
Chapter 7 gives no explanation of the omitting
of Zebuun and Don but they are Vvisibly
absent. This chapter ends speadking of where
Joseph's sons are.. and the saga continues
right up o Jesus!

Whew! What | pulled out of that is that we dl
have famiies we dont get to choose. Some
good, some bad and some.. yeah pray +or
those ones! But in our lineage, they were
Famiy before we knew it. And they left a
legacy for us. Our forefathers and
patriorchs, or matriarchs in some +families,
paved the way for a path. What | love about
Christ is that when you surrender, this is no
longer your pathl When the path is Filed with
addictions, so on and so forth, our life in
Christ is what now defines usl On the flip side,
there are some whose lneage is success,
fame, power, blah blah blah and when they
surrender He may cal them out of that! Only
he knows what your path is in your Jesus
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journey! Your famiy cannot moke or break
you. The biggest thing | puled away was that
this was dl BEFORE Christ These foks had
Family lines they had to wak out due to the
prophetic  spedaking of Jacob and his
'Plessings.” Our families don't have to be that
way!

My Famiy is marked with al sorts of
generational curses, but once | surrendered,
Jesus' blood covered me and | broke those
with His authority! | now speak life and cancel
every assignment made by the enemy for my
kids! But it doesn't stop there. Just spedking it
isnt enoughl We must wak it out, no matter
what!

Have you had a sordd, rough past? That
doesn't make you who you are, HE doesl |
leave you with this saying that God gave me
as | did devotion one day, blessingg!
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In life, it's not whaﬁﬁu are
dealt that defines you, it's how,
you deal with if. —Vggigh
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“Back Burner” with Guest
Writer Beth Lively

CWond

’\”"CDag | Chronicles 730147

Mmmmmm... my Spirit feels nice and Filled
after this week of feasting on the Word of
God prepared by my Beloved friends! | am so
amazingly blessed to cal you adl “friend’. You
have no idea how much you al mean to me.
Thank you al from the bottom-most place in
my heartl We adl are eternaly grateful for
your wilingness to contribute to our cause. |
pray that God wil bless you more
tremendously than you ever though possiblel
And i you ever wish to come back and share
the stage here you are more than welcome!

Today's guest is an artist extraordinaire! She
con sing, she con play guitar, she con draw
aond paint and mokes jewelery. She writes
poetry and stories too, so | had no idea what
to expect from her offering tfoday. She
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decided to go with a devotional for us. And
after having read it | am positive that you wil
al love i (I know | do Maybe because her
message is so simiar to mine and therefore
guite close to my heart. A DALY wak with
God) Anyway, | digress, so without further
ado, | give you my friend Beth Lively!

*Thunderous round of aPplause* You know,
because this Place is ROCKIN! (Can you tell I'm
Peelin’ £risky +oday?)

Phil'PPians: 46 Dont worry about anyfh/hg,-
instead, pray about everyv‘hhg. rel God what
you need and thank Him for all He has done.

God intended our lives to be lke chidren at
pPlay-happily completing the tasks of our days,
our hearts Filed with wonder and joy, as we
relish the company of loved ones, friends, and
coworkers; working hard, satisfied in our
labor, comfortable in our careers;, fulfiled in
our famiies, our heritage . . . but, often

enough ... we dont, we arent, we are not.
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We are 9uil+\/ of worry; we waste time, sleep,
ond peace of mind, even to the point of
endangering our mental health. We run our
minds over worties lke gerbis on a metal
wheel-over and around, over and around-
essentialy, stubbornly, attempting to solve this
weary worlds troubles and chalenges al by
ourselves. The temptations and tragedies of
this world corrupt us as we struggle through
the evil imposed by our complicated civilization

Truly, though, we do not have to be tainted
by any of W-not any of i By simply,
literaly, placing God Firmly in £ront, our vision
of the world (and utimately our reaction to
i) wil change.

Getting closer to God is something we can £ix
- and that wil fix everything else! Keeping
God close is easy, but initidly tokes practice
until keeping a prayer, (a running conversation)
with God on the back burner of our minds,
becomes a hot mug of love, goodness, joy,
and hope, ready at hand in our souls, as we
meet the chdlenges and joys of each day.
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Devotionals,  Stephen's  Ministers,  Pastoral
Counseling, Bible study, Disciple classes,
Christian music, radio tak shows, and phone
opps. con help create the habit, and once
firmly fixed in our daily routine, (and | do
meoan daily, because this wicked world is loud,
enticing, harsh, discouraging, ond can eat up
our strength so fast and cunningly we are
drowning in negativity before we even
readlize), wil carry us safely above the
currents of distress.

Salvation isn't only about dying and meeting
God in Heaven, Jesus saved us here too-saved
us from dally troubles and worries-when He
showed us beyond doubt that nothing con
separate us from the love (_]oy) and
protection (worry free) of God

So ... go fly a kite, catch a Fish, jump in a
pool, roast a marshmalow for a so more,
then laugh until your eyes tear up and your
fummy hurts . . . and pray for God to toke
care of the restl

84



Temporary
Afflictions=Permanent
Reward

QWond
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Oh my goodness how | have missed you my
friends! t was a very interesting week, was it
not? | thinkk we had more technical glitches
last week thon ever before. There were
several points where | said, 't would be so
much easier it | were just posting mysel&." But
that's not what God told me to do. He said to
have other's post £for me" And so whie it was

more work, | did it anyway.

At the beginning of this week 'of+" God posed
me with a decision. "You choose. Neither
answer is wrong, H's your ife; do you want to
be a hobby writer or a career writer?" |
chose, 'Career writer'. "Then you need to
start acting lke one' And for the next hour
we went over schedue oand borders
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(crossable and un-crossable). The First ond
firmest rule was that | had to treat it lke a
'real job" with office hours, open phone hours
and specified times to work on the computer
at my desk. But then came the tricky part.
Helping those around me see it as a 'readl job'
too. Because it is. My friends arent used to
me having a schedue where | am unavaiable
to their phone cadls. Theyre used to me being
able to sit for HOURS and tak. But if this
writing thing is a career then | can't do that
ke | used to. Because i | want to moke
money doing this (and | believe | can) then lve
got to do it. God didn't put this tdlent in this
body for no reason. lve seen too many lives
transformed from this pink pen of Grace to
slack back and make it a hobby. Plus, honestly,
whie it wouldve been OK with God i | had
chosen writing as a hobby, | think Satan would
have been thriled! This influenced me greatly
in my decision.
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Satan hates people reading in their Bibles
because thats where they meet Jesus.
*Whispered asidex Satan doesnt lke Jesus
very much. But more than that, Saton realy
hates when people have someone to explain
that Bible to them (Acts 826-40) He hates
when people open themselves up to the Word
of God to transform them and make them
more lke Christ. (Because remember, he
hates Christ.) So when someone as bul-headed
as me mokes up her mind fo help people
understand the Word of God and bring them
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closer to God through something as simple as
a blog and books. Wel, Satan gets downright
pissed off. And boy did | see that this week
tool But honestly, it didnt matter to me. You
know why? Because | had made a choice to
step into Enemy territory and fight a winning
battle £or as many souls as God will dlow me.

The deepest desire of my heart is for YOU
to know the love of Christ. | want you to
experience how deep and wide, high and long
His love for you is. | want you to experience
your heart burning with the fire of His
presence. | want you o experience the depth
of complete {ronsformation that is only
possible through the knowledge of the Grace
of God | want you to know what it's lke to
hold the hand of the man who can do aJl
things and has promised to never leave you.

Yes. H's hard to do the wil of God sometimes.
But it's worth every second of fighting and
hardship. Just imagine meeting someone in
heaven you never met on earth and having
them embrace you with a hug of gratitude
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because you unknowingly —endured that
hardship for the purpose of their salvation
They wil stand there in heaven because you
sacrificed just a little bit on earth. Wouldn't
that make it all worth it?

'So we do rnot lose heart Though our
outer self is wasting away our inner self
is being renewed day by day. For this
light and  momentary  affliction s
preparing for us an eternal weight of
glory beyond al comparison, as we look
not to the things that are seen but to
the things that are unseen For the
things that are seen are Hronsient
(temporary), but the things that are
unseen are eternad (permanent)! 2
Corinthians 416-18

Yes, it is an affliction. Yes, it is hard and a
huge Pain. But is the Pain Permanen+? Wil it
last forever?

No.

Does that Pain have a Purpose?
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Yes!
What is that Purpose?

H is to "Prepare you for an eternal weigh+ of
gory beyond all corrparison."

Whie the affliction feels heavy at the time.
This word from God tels us the Truth. That
afFliction is light compared to the weight of
the glory you wil receive from bearing that
afFliction.

Jesus tells us in Matthew 1038 "Whoever does
not toke his cross and folow Me is not
worthy of Me' We each have a cross to
carry, finoncial hardship, death of a loved
one, loss of a friendship, coancer,
hospitdlization, trouble at work, car breok
downs, lost keys, the list goes on and on. But
each of those afflictions, though difficutt and
cumbersome to carry, are tfemporary ond
light.

h the next chap+er of Matthew we £find
Jesus urgin@ His followers to
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‘Take My yoke upon you, and learn £rom
Me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart,
and you wil find rest for your souls.
For My yoke is easy and My burden is
Iithr." (I-129-30)

A yoke is the rabbis teaching, this is why in
verse 29 He follows toke My yoke upon you'
with ‘and learn from Me' The teaching of
Jesus is as simple as any of them get - LOVE.
And in HmM adlone our souls find true rest. The
burden He places on our shoulders is LIGHT.
We are caled to be His light-bearers, torches
of love to a dark and dying world. We are to
be an ever-present help to others in times of
trouble; Jesus' hands and feet to the helpless
and broken

Christ carried the heavy cross so that we
wouldnt have to. (We wouldn't have been able
to i+ we tried anyway,) His lessons for us are
easy and His burden upon us is light, it's our
future gory that is heavy.
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s like Dory from Finding Nemo says, ‘Just

keep swimmin@, juer keep swimming, _]uer keep
swimming...“

Just keep swimming my litHe Fish, this
+empomry afFliction wil pass and all that wil

be left is your reward. 'An eterndl weigh+ of

@|ory Iae\/ond all comparison".
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Vain Efforts

Wond

~‘(, WCDOB

Looking back over +oday’s reading and the
+hings | underlined | noticed a theme. Let's see
i you can Pick up on it before | give it away:

‘And | will subdue all your enemies. Moreover, |
declare o you that the LORD wil build you a
house." | Chronicles IT10

‘There is none lke You, O LORD," | Chronicles
[7-20

'‘For You, my God, have reveded +to your
servant that You wil buld a house for him" |
Chronicles 725

“For it is You, O LORD, who have blessed and
it is blessed Forever.' | Chronicles 7:27

‘Be strong, and let us use our strength for
our people and for the cities of our God, and
may the LORD do what seems good to Him," |
Chronicles 1913
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The LORD wil subdue all your enemies and wil
build you a house. You, O LORD, are different,
You wil buid a house for your servant. You
have blessed so it is blessed forever. May the
LORD do what seems good to Hm

H al reminded me of a verse that we have
had +aped to our bathroom mirror since we
were first married 13 years ago.

Psdm 127 ‘Unless the LORD buids +he
house, those who buid it labor in vain.
Unless the LORD watches over the city,
the watchman stays awake in vain. it is in
vain that you rise up early and go late to
rest, eaﬁng the bread of oanxious ol
For He gives to His Beloved sleep.
Behold, children are a heritage from the
LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward.
Lke arrows in the hand of a warrior
are the chidren of one's youth. Blessed
i the man who Fils his guiver with them!
He shal not be put to shame when he

speaks with his enemies in the 9a+e."
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| love the point of this Psdm, unless God is in
it, + wont be fruitfdl. | Find it beautitul that
Solomon of adl people wrote this Psdm
Because there was this house that his dad,
David, desperately wanted to buid but God
said, "No. Not you, but your son’ Sclomon was
that son. ‘Unless the LORD buids the house,
those who build it labor in vain'

No amount of effort on my part is going to
build a house i God isn't on board with it. No
amount of ADT Security equipment is going
to keep a robber out of my house i God
isnt protecting it. No amount of staying up
late and getting up earty to work is going to
produce money that lasts. No amount of
money can produce a chid within a womb it
God isnt the one who put it there There is
hone like You, O LORD." "For it is You, O LORD,
who have blessed and it is blessed forever.
‘May the LORD do what seems good to Him'

There are so many hopes, dreams and
aspiraﬁons that we stran to achieve. Yet
there is no Possilole way we can achieve them
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on our own. No amount of late night chapters
written by the glow of a computer screen
are going to land me that coveted book dedl
if God doesn't want me to have it. Proverbs
12345 says, ‘Do not ol to acqguire wealth; be
discerning enough to desist. When your eyes
light on it, it is gone, For suddenly it sprouts
wings, £lying like an eagle toward heaven'

Oh how | have seen the many sprouted wings
of money! t seems lke no matter how big or
smal those paychecks are, they adways seem
to sprout wings ond fly out our door! H
makes me think of that scene in Charlotte’s
Web when the baby spiders finadly hatch and
Wiber is so excited to see them and without
hardly a hello or goodbye theyre gone with
the wind. t's a very helpless feeling And yet,
what was that scripture yesterday?

'So we do not lose heart. Though our
outer self is wasting away our inner self
is being renewed day by day. For this
light and  momentary afflicton s
preparing for us an eternal weight of
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glory beyond al comparison, as we look
not to the things that are seen but to
the things that are unseen For the
things that are seen are transient, but
the unseen are eternal 2 Corinthians
416-18

I+ the LORD buids it, your effort is not in

van.
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Sacrifice

‘Then Ornan said to David, Tadke it, and let my
lord the king do what seems good to him. See,
| give the oxen for burnt offerings and the
threshing sledges for the wood and the wheat
for a grain oPFering; | give it al’ But King
David said to Orman, No, but | wil buy them
For the ful price. | wil not toke for the
LORD what is yours, nor offer bumnt
offerings that cost me nothing” | Chronicles
21:23-24

Lord, | am so bewidered, befuddled, a little
angry ond just downright confused You
promised me this chid of blessing, | believed
you. And then | waited, no+hin9, no chid. So |
waited |onger,— no+hing, no chid. Sarah said take
Haggar. So | did, that was a mistake. Then You
came with Your two friends and spoke hope
info Sarah's womb, she laughed, we conceived,
the chid Finaly came! We've held this chid of
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Promise. We adored his lau9h+er, his smile, and
his childish +uml0|ings. | love him more thon my
heart can admit. And now you’re +e||ing me

that | must sacrifice him?

Lord, | dont understand. H just doesn't make
sense. You've asked me to kil the source of
my {remendous joy. To give al that | have
been promised. You gave me more than |
couldve ever hoped or imagned ond now
youre asking For it dl back? Why? What
could you possibly need him for more than |
do? He's my son. He's my legacy. He's my
great reward.

Abraham, | AM your greaJr reward. | AM your
legacy. [ AM your Father and | know what is
best. Trust Me. | love you.

Lord, | may not understand Your reasoning |
may not understand al the ‘whys' But | do
understand Your love. And | wil take hope in
Your love for me. Please dlow me to take
shelter under Your wings and dllow me refuge
From this storm of emotions tearing through
my heart as | do my best to carry out this
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difFicut task. You never said this jolo would be
easy, _]uer that it would all be worth it in the
end.

| understand they're cdled sacrifices for a
reason and | wil obey and choose to trust You
with the end resuhlts. No matter how hard or
how painful | choose to follow Your direction
because at least then | have the reassurance
that the pain has a purpose and a possible
reward at the end. | choose not to ‘offer
burnt offerings that cost me nothing' (I
Chronicles 2124)

(0]






Solomon’s Temple
Q)Uond

Click here to visit the website for the video
devotional for this day. ¥ the lnk doesn't
work, or youre reading this in print format
go to www.TamarkKnochel.com, locate the
search box, and type in 'Solomon's Temple'
(moke sure to include the quotation marks
around the title, it helps).
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Sabbath

NO

READING
TODAY!
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Speechless

QWond
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't was the du+\/ of +the +rumPe+ers and
singers  to moke themselves heard 2
Chronicles 513

You know, | have been trying to write for the
last hour and it's just not coming out. So I'm
toking that as my hint to just leave it at that.
| am praying for you today that you have an
amazingly blessed day in the LORD! | love you

guys!
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Breathless
CWond
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‘And when the gueen of Sheba had seen the
wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had
buitt, the food of his table, the seating of his
officidls, and the attendance of his servants,
and their clothing his cupbearers, and their
clothing and his burnt offerings that he
offered at the house of the LORD, there
was no more breath in her' 2 Chronicles 9:3-4

My friends, con | just say, | love my new
church! In the last seven days | have met with
them three times and each time | have el
the LORD's presence lke never before in a
public setting | have never experienced
‘church’ this way before. | have adways been
sensitive to the Holy Spirit and His direction, |
haven't adways obeyed but | have adways
heard. Anyway, In the last few years whie
spending purposeful time in His word Ive
gotten even more sensitive to His movements.
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lssachar church is blessed They long for the
presence of the LORD to be in their midst as
much as He longs for them and He doesn't
disappoint them by not showing up! Rt's been
amazing to me how Ive had experiences with
the Holy Spirit on my own, but never with a
group of people!

| Feel lke the Queen of Sheba today,
breathless, having gone through the house of
God and lost myself in the art of praise. | am
breathless at the Grace that God bestows
and how wonder¥ul it is to Fall INTO Grace.

| am desperately in love with Hm for the way
He 'makes us lie down in green pastures’
Psdm 232 in those times when we need to
rest but dont feel ke we can give ourselves
permission to. Time with Jesus isnt a luxury,
it's a necessity! He is Life and breath and
bread, without time in His presence we Perish,—
both in the spiritual and the physical.
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[its a matter of life and death]

it doesnt have to be just going to church.
Actudly, church is a supplement to our
nourishment. God told me once during church
that we should be feeding ourselves spiritualy
with the Bible at home dai|y; the message on
Sunday is just lke going out to eat instead of
Fixing dinner. £ you only ate one meal, one day
a week your body woud be skinny and
devastatingly mahnourished barely able o
Function properly. The same is true with your
spirit. I the only thing youtre doing is going to
church and thinking that's enough Jesus +or

[l



the week then you are sadly mistoken. There
is a reason He referred to Hmself as the
DALY bread. H's because He is to be eaten
DAILY.

For some of you, this may be me preaching
to the choir. At least | hope so anyway. But
I've learned +that there is a difference
between reading a scripture here and there
throughout the day, and making the time to sit
down for a sold 20 minutes to read a daily
portion of the Bible. In both instances youre
in the word daily', but one is purposeful and
distinct whie the other is sporadic and much
easier to forsake when life gets hectic. And
you know that it wil Because it ALWAYS
does.

| could stand around and say that | "don't have
time" to read for 30 minutes every day. But |
would be lying to you. Because i | have time
to watch a 30 minute show on TV, or sit and
tak to a friend for 30 minutes, then | do
have the time. Im just not putting it foward
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some+hing that's going to sustan me for the
rest of my day.

God has taken my daily time in His word and
shown me things that | never could have
imagined on my own. He's used His Word to
speak Life info a situation that | thought was
dead in the water. How? Because He is LIFE!
He is everything we could ever need and until
we Figure that out, we're lost.

There are a LOT of things that you could do
with your time, but none of them wil compare
to spending purposeful time in the presence
of God Almighty, moker of heaven and earth!
Moke the decision today to set aside 30
minutes of your day, every day, at any time
of the day, to spend time reading the Bible. |
chdlenge you to try it for 7 days. Just one
week. That's not that big of a commitment
right? That's not such a big dedl But |
promise you that i you do if, in that week
God wil reveal Himsel¥ to you in a way you've
never experienced before ond it wil knock
your socks off! You wil get a taste of what
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He is, and you wil see that He is GOOD. Are
you wiling to give God 30 minutes of your life
For seven days fo take your breath away? I¥
you are, please let me know, | would LOVE to
pray for you
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Spinach
Wond

\o;:

DAY, vl LS

‘And when Judah looked, behold, the battle was
in front of and behind them. And they cried
to the LORD, ond the priests blew the
trumpets. Then the men of Judah raised the
battle shout. And when the men of Judah
shouted, God defeated Jeroboam and dll lsrael
before Abijah and Judah' Z Chronicles 141415

b
=

Have you ever been there? I'm sure you have.
You know, that Place where you look. up and
the battle isn't J'uer in front of you, it's behind
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you too. Youre surrounded, and trapped and
helpless. There is a choice tfo make in that
moment, keep fighting or surrender. And it is
in that moment where it is key fo know your
opponent Who is it exactly that youre
Pi@hﬁng?

Ephesians G2 says, '‘For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers over this
present darkness, against  the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly places’

We aren+t Fighﬁn@ other people. We're not in
a battle with the attormeys, or against the
bank, or against our spouse. We are batting
with the spiritual forces behind the attorneys,
the boank, our spouse. These people are the
hostages held up between us and the true
Enemy. And the longer you battle the Flesh
and blood problem and not the spirit behind it,
the longer that Spirit wil continue pushing you
further back.
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Right now, if youre having trouvle with your
Finances, and it seems like money is running
through your fingers faster than sand, youre
not strugging with money. Youre struggling
with Greed. Fight Greed not money and youll
win every fime.

K youre struggling with your weight and it
just doesnt seem to woant to come off
Youre not Pi@hﬁng the battle of the bu|ge;
youre fighting the spirit of Indulgence.

In both instances the world will tell you to tell
yourself, ‘No, | dont need that new pair of
shoes. These work just £ine' Or, No, a second
cupcake is too much' But youre not fighting
youl The battle isnt againer Flesh and blood,;
it's against the spirit that has been influencing
your flesh and blood. Yes, you stil need to say
'no" to those things. But youre not teling you
'no’, youre fteling the Spirit-monkey on your
back 'no'l

Let's say it, just for £un Say, ‘NO!" as loud as
you conl In James 4 verses 7 & 8 God reveals
to us +the secret of vic+ory. 'Submit
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yourselves 1o God. Resist the devi, and he wil
flee from you. Draw near to God and He will
draw near +to you." There's a formula here

that | want you to see:

N Submit yourself to God: Submit yoursel&
to His leadership in the batte, to His
au+hori+y over you (AND +he spiriJrs you

battle) and to His amazingly = abundant
love for YOU. He wants to see you
saved from +this light and momentary
trouble even more than you dol Submit
to Him and He wil be your shelter. Not
just a storm shelter, your home shelter.
Your place of refuge, comfort and
REST from +the battle that rages
outside that door.
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2) esi9+ the Devit He is doing everything
he can o cause you fo trip and fal and
screw things up. Ignore his temptations!
God has made the POWER of His Holy
Spirit available to al who believe in the
name of Jesus and cal on Hm for
salvation (‘Jesus save me") and power to
defeat this Enemy (*Holy Spirit of Jesus,
| welcome you into my heart. Please
guide me into al truth and away £rom
this father of les In Jesus Namel
Amen!")*
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3) He wil Flee from you: Ti ‘ on @oing

battle. We push the Enemy back, he
retdiates. HWs a cycle, but its a
diminishing cycle! The more ground we
win the less ground he has to stand on
The more we resist his temptations the
more ground we gan and the less
ground he has. Every tfemptation we
cave to is dlowing Satan o gain our
territory. So every time you stab your
Fork into a spinach sadlad instead of cake
you can picture yourself piercing the
heart of the opirit of Indulgence oand
gaining lost territory. The longer you do
it, the better you wil get unti it's not
even a battle anymore. He just turns info
a pesky fly that you smack and kil
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4) Draw near to God and He wil draw near

to you: | have been harping on this a lot
this week and I'm going to keep doing it
(a) because the Holy Spirit is leading me
to and (b) because | know it's important.
Youve got to read a portion of your
Bible dailyl God has blessed me with a
reading plan that is simple and qguick. 30
minutes a day is NOT a lot! There are
1440 minutes in your day, spending 30
reading your Bible leaves you with 140.
See, it hardy leaves a dent! But the
impact that those 30 concentrated
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minutes with God con have on your life
is iImmeasurable!

The words that you read in those 30
minutes wil stick with you al day long
God wil use them 1o gve you the
strength and hope to keep going when al
you want to do is gquit! Those 2 2 pages
of reading are like spinach to Popeye,
they wil make you strong to the Finish,
because you ate your spinachl And it will
make it possible for you to say, 'O
Saton, do not Fight against the LORD,
MY GOD, for you con not succeed"
(adapted £rom 2 Chronicles 1412)

With man this is impossible,

but with GOd
all (—hinq! are

possible

Matthew 19:26
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x |F you Pmyecl this prayer Please email

me (Mmgclgngc;hd@mgﬂgom’) ond let me

know so my team and | can pray for
you Iay NAME! We love you and want to
do every+hin9 we con to suppor’r you!
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"WhenI ..
2 thought, My
& foot slips,' Your
U steadfast love, O
b LORD, held me
5 up. When the
cares of my heart
are many, your
consolations
cheer my soul.”

Psalm 94-18.19
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My Battle or God’s?
Wond
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| think this first hal® of chapter 20 is one of
my al time favorite stories. Maybe because |
con relate so personaly with it, Im not sure, |
just know that | love it. Here's Jehoshaphat, a
relatively good king, and he is informed that a
‘great multitude” is headed their way. Eep! And
the Word says that he was afraid. But he
didn't panic and he didnt scramble around like
a crazy person in terror, he didn't even cal
together all his wise men for advice. Nope.
The Bivle says that he 'set his face fo seek
the LORD, and proclaimed a +ast throughout
al Judoh® And then +the entire country
gothered together to pray and see what the
LORD would answer them In Jehoshaphat's
prayer he points out to God that He had
promised this land to this people. That this
horde that was heading their way was the
same group that God wouldnt let them drive
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out of the land in previous years and now
they're coming after Judah to drive them out
instead! He even goes so far as to say to
God, ''¢ disaster comes upon us, the sword,
judgment, or pestience or famine, we wil
stand before this house and cry out to you in
our affliction, and you wil hear and save." (2
Chronicles 209) But this is the statement
that Jehoshaphat makes that | feel we can
relate the best with, 'For we are powerless
against this great horde that is coming against
us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes
are on you'" (2 Chronicles 2012)

[Balay Inch Wom on Ianke+ - that's
Powerless]

How often have we all been in those situations
where we +ru|y feel Powerless to turn the
tides? We have no idea what 1o do to change
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the circumstances were in. Yet we are not
powerless because we have the all powerful
living and breathing within ourselves. The Spirit
of the Almighty God dwells in YOU, therefore
you are not without hope or power. You see,
when our hope is in HM our situations are
anything but hopeless. When our strength is
Found in HM we are anything but powerless!

€ God s for us, who then can be against us?

Romans &3l

Tama@KNOCHEL.com

What was +the LORD's response 1o
Jehoshapha+’s P|ea for help?

‘Do not be afrad ond do not be
dismayed at this great horde for the
battle is not yours, but Gods.. You wil
not need to fight in this battle. Stand
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Firm, hold your position and see the
salvation of the LORD on your behalf, O
Judah and Jerusadem. Do not be afraid
and do not be dismayed Tomorrow go
out against them, and the LORD wil be
with you' (2 Chronicles 204587)

Don't be afraid Why? Because this isn't your
Fightt  Yesterday we taked about the
importance of knowing your enemy. And that
the Word tels us that we dont Fithr against
other people, we Fi9h+ against the dark spirits
of this world They are our enemy, not the
humans being held hostage by them. Today
God is reminding us that we MUST remember
who the Enemy redly is, because that then
reminds us of whose battle it redly is. How
can we fight what we can't see? How can we
command what we cant name? How can we
know the unknown? Only through Christ.
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| think it is so -Funny that | searched high and
low +for +this very sc:rip+ure yes+erday. I

wanted so desperately to remind you that this
wasnt OUR battle to fight because it's His.
But He kept me from finding this verse. |
even put it out there on Facebook and no one
responded But God knew that it was just one
page flp away and He wanted me to focus
on it today rather than just throw it info the
message yesterday.

This great horde that youre facing today; a
mountain of debt that youre powerless to
pay, a multitude of cancer cels that youre
helpless to fight, a death of a loved one that
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your unable to bring back, it feels hopeless..
but it's notl Because when our hope is in the
LORD we are never hopelessl He is the
Almighty! He is ALWAYS faithful And while He
may not bring the victory in the way that we
desire or long for, | can guarantee you with
1007 certainty that you have been gven a
victory in Christ that is beyond all compare!

120



Victory in Christ
Qlond

e DAY, rromicios 2024240

(5 the

[song: victory in Jesus]

Victories these days look a little different
thon they used to. t used to be that iF your
team had the most people stil diive at the end
of the battle you won I you were the last
one to cal ‘Uncle’, you won. Today the battle
isnt fought on a huge Field with swords and
chariots. it's fought in your mind and in your
heart with words and faith. The words that
win the battle, are the words found in your
Bible. Romans 1017 +ells us that 'Faith comes
£rom hearing, and hearing through the word
of Christ' What is the word of Christ? The
BIBLE! All of il How can you know the words
that wil defeat the Enemy i you never read
your Bivle for yoursel? How wil you have
the Faith to dlay the giant if you never hear
the words of Christ? Stil not convinced that

it's impera-Hve to read your Bible clai|y? Check
13l
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out Hebrews I "Without faith it is impossivle
to please Hm. For whoever would draw near
to God must believe that He exists and that
He rewards those who seek HmM' This is a
hard verse for me to share, but | promised
you and God both that ‘what my God says,
that | will speak”. (Z Chronicles 1813) This is the
Word of God, it is the truth, without faith it
is IMPOSSIBLE to please God. What brings
God pleasure? Your faith in Hml Hebrews I
tells us that “Faith is the assurance of things
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen’
Although the LORD is not a God that you can
see sitting on a shelf, do you believe that He
exists? That brings Hm pleasure!
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Are you seeking His Presence? That lorings
Him Pleasure!

Do you beleve that He rewards those who
seek HMm? That brings Him Pleasure!

Personaly, the first two are easy. Does He
exist? lve experienced too much to beleve
otherwise. Do | seek Hm? LOL! Ive experience
too much to do otherwise! Do | believe that He
rewards those who seek HmM2? Surel Do |
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believe that applies to me persondly? That
part is a lot harder for me to accept. | know
who | am and what Ive done. | know the
thoughts Ive thought and the things I've done
or not done. Plus who am | that He would
reward ME? | admit it's an extremely hard pil
to swallow. The Enemy has worked my entire
ife to keep me from taking this Truth and
applying it fo my life. The other day the Holy
Spirit gave me a perfect visual of salvation
that | thinkk readlly applies to everything in the
kingdom.

Jesus died to save the WHOLE WORLD, not
just the Jews and not just those that were
present at that time, but everyone in al of
time. His death was a sacrifice that He
offered on our behalf effectively paying our
price of admission to heaven and onto the lop
of God the Father as His chid. You are His
CHLD and everything that that implies. This
sacrifice of the cross was given to us as a
@H:f
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Romans 3:22-25 There is no distinction: for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are

by

jl , through the

that is in

whom God Pu+ forward as a Propi+ia+ion loy His blood,
to be

You don't pay for gifts, you just accept them
But here's the picture that God gave me the
other day. | can give you the gitt of a bar
of soop, but just because | give it o you
doesn't meon that you wil accept i, and it
doesn't meon that you wil choose to use it.
Those things are completely up to you.

Just because Jesus' death has been given to
us as a gift from the LORD, who adores us,
doesn't mean that we wil accept that gift. Or
that we wil use i+ to declare ourselves
righteous through Christ and eligble for
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receiving rewards from Hm. (Romans 3:22)
Those things only happen through faith. And
Faith comes through hearing And hearing
comes through the Word of Christ.

My words will
never pass
away
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Impossible Dreams
Wond

“””"CDagZC, e 2420252

‘The LORD is able to give you much more
than this." 2 Chronicles 259

One day when | was in Kindergarten, or there
abouts, my mom said something to me that
would stick with me forever. She said, “Hone\/,
| think youd make a redly good teacher
someday." | can't remember exactly how old |
was at the time, but | remember how it made
me feel when she said it. t felt like Id been hit
by a lightning bolt of revelation. | certanly
wouldn't have described it that way at the
time mind you, | was lke, G But more than
anything | remember that feelng coming
from deep inside me that she had sad
something deep and right. In that moment |
knew that | wanted to be a teacher. And
from that moment on that's dl Ive ever
wanted to be. But at the time that this dream
of teaching was born 'l was a chid, | spoke
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ke a child, | thought ke a chid, | reasoned like
a chid" (I Corinthians 13I) | was a chid in
elementary school, surrounded with women
who taught elementary school and seemed to
realy love me for me. At the time that was
al the higher | was able to dream because |
didnt know any dif-ferently.

As | grew the dream to be an elementary
teacher solidified and become £irm in my
mind. | was going to be an elementary teacher.
Period When | got to high school al my
friends knew that | wanted to teach
elementary school One of my friends went
so far as to tease me that | should work with
the Kindergarteners because they would be
the only ones | could teach that would be
shorter than me and toke me seriously. (lm 5
Foot 2.. on a good day.) | hated his taunt and
vowed to *never* teach little kids.

Once | made it to colege and | was studying
at Purdue to be an elementary teacher, when
something interesting started happening There
was this desire birthed inside me that was
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different from the orignha dream |
remember the classroom, the teacher, the
other students in the room when +he
revelation started. | redlized that | wanted to
teach the buiding blocks of life. | wanted to
teach them how fo toke a good test, how to
be a good friend, how to survive in life. |
wanted to teach so much more than what
they were offering me to teach | wanted to
teach about LIFE more than math or reading
or speling

So whie | was stil on my path to be the
awesome elementary teacher | had aways
dreamed of being, there was disquiet in my
soul about it now. Without my readlizing it, the
dream had changed. Whie | stil desperately
wanted to teach, | wasn't exactly sure that
elementary school was the right place for me
anymore. But | was a semester or two from
graduating, and | stil wanted to teach so |
carried on with my studies and graduated.

Just before graduation September I hit and
changed our world forever. My husband and |

139



had been married just over a year at that
pont and were considering having a baby.
Then the towers fell and world was suddenly
pPlunged into a darkness we had never
experienced before. And the only thought in
my head was, 'now can we bring a chid into a
world lke this?' But then God countered with,
L% people lke you never bring chidren of light
into this world it wil aways be dark' And by
the time | waked across the stage at
graduation | was Fully pregnant. We moved
back home to be close to our parents and |
opplied for a job at the locad elementary
school where they al knew and loved me. | got
on interview farly easily. But then the
unthinkable happened. | was admitted into the
hospital at 33 weeks gestation for pre-
ecclampsia (high blood pressure). | was there
for about a week before our son Gabriel

was born.
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He was born the day béﬁore my interview. |

didnt get the only job they had available to
me. The door to that particular dream had
ofFicialy shut. And redly, | was OK with it
Mostly because at the time | was stil battiing
for my lifel But (I have to el you more
about that part later.
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Gabe was adbout six months od when a
daycare center opened up the next tfown
over. We needed extra income and it was the
ONLY thing for a teacher in the area. | applied
and the owner thought she had died and gone
to heaven. She couldn't believe | wanted a job
there instead of at the elementary school |
explaned that there was nothing for me
there oand she snatched me up lke a hot
poncake Ffresh off the gridde | wos
promoted to daycare director within a month
of working there. And | LOVED it. Here | had
been swearing | would NEVER work with little
kids and now | was working with toddlers
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every day and +hinkin9 it was the best +h'|n9
since dliced bread.

Shortly after settling into my role as director
we moved again. This time, to Glendale Heights,
a suburb of Chicago, so that my husband
could go back to school to be a mechanic.
While there | tried my best to get a subbing
job at the school that was located in our back
yard but they werent hiring at the time.
Imagine that. But | did manage to get a job in
a local daycare center as a Hoa’ring
substitute. Except two weeks before | woas
set o start they had I5 kids enrol, this is
absolutely unheard of. So they needed o
open up a new classroom and guess who got
to teach it. ME! | was in heaven. For the first
tme | had my own classroom, my own
students, | was a real teacher. | was in love.

For the next five years | taught in three
different preschool daycares and loved
dmost every second of it. | didn't stay at that
First one very long though because it was a
corporate daycare ond | coud Feel God
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calling me 1o a church da\/care down the
street.

There | was teaching chidren the true buiding
blocks of life; both the physical ones and the
sprritual ones. | was living the dream. But it
wasn't anything lke the dream | had first
started dreaming W had grown and changed
as | grew and changed and learmed more
about myself and who God was caling me to
be.
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Even+ua||y | risked death once more in order

to have our baby girl and my husband and |
both could feel the Holy Spirit nudging us fo
take the financial plunge and have me stay
home with the kids.

145



And this is where +hings realy started
changng. That Ffirst year home with a
newborn was one of the hardest in my life.
We had a new house, a new baby, | had a new
job, it was crazy to say the least. But | had
one salvation, our local women's Bible erudy.
That weekly meeting kept me sane through
the chaos. But more than that, it was through
that Bible study that God awakened something
new in me. Whie | had always loved the LORD
and had a relationship with Him; it was time to
kick the teaching dream into real high gear.
So He reawodkened my dream ond love for
writing. A dream so dead in my life that | had
completely forgotten | had had it in the First
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place. When | announced on Facebook that |
was writihg a book about God and sex (True
Intimacy) | had a friend £rom middie school
tel me that she stil had al my short stories
from +that +me. Stories | didnt even
remember writing she had kept for over ten
years!

Even before | met my husband, | had dreamt
of being a writer, a good one. t was a dream
that | hardly even entertained because at that
point it didnt it with my larger and longer
lived dream of being an elementary teacher. |
was stil a chid thinking lke a chid at that
point. | was literaly incapable of thinking any
larger than the box | was currently in
Honestly, because | was dreaming up to the
sides of the box. but never past what | could
see as possivly achievable.

But then | started writing True Intimacy and
everything changed | was sfil teaching that
dream has never died and | doubt it ever wil. |
was borm to teach Ive come to the point
where Ive redlized that | con teach just about
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anybody just about anything depending on the
circumstance. When | was a chid my dream
was 1o be lke those teachers | loved when |
was in their classrooms. My dream is so
different now, and yet completely the same.
The Holy Spirit is my teacher; 'm an eternal
student in His classroom of Life. And | want
to be a +teacher lke HM in whatever
classroom He chooses to place me in. Right
now that classroom is my website, my books
and my newspaper article. Im adlso teaching
social media classes at the local library. When
| was a chid my largest and grandest dream
was to have my very own classroom that |
could decorate any way that | chose and to
teach whatever | £elt appropriate. And whie |
no longer dream of an elementary classroom
Filed with construction paper decorations that
Fade in the sunlight, | do dream of souls saved
by the Son light. | pray God uses me to bring
His marvelous lght into their lives. My
classroom is the world.

At last count my website has been viewed Iay
People in over seven+y countries. My articles
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are in over a thousand homes in the area
weekly with the numbers steadily rising My
deepest desire is no longer to teach chidren
how 1o take a good test; it's so much Iaigger
than that. My dream is o teach the chidren
of God how tfo pass the tests of life when
they seem oh so impossivle. | want to bring
hope to the hopeless through the Word of
Christ, because how con they believe iF no
one ever shares things with them? How wil
they hear it no one ever tels them? | have a
heart for the lost chidren of God who think
they have Hm and know Hm when in redlity al
they have is the dry bones of relgion and
nothing more. How wil they know there is
more to the abundant life ¢ someone doesn't
tell them?
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Jepemiah 333
Cal o me b | will answer you dnd

tell you %MT and unsedp.chavle Things

you do not know

Jeremiah 333 says, 'Cal to Me and | wil
answer you and | wil tel you great and
unsearchable things you do not know." | have
lived this more times in the last thirty-three
years than | can countl God is able to do
exceedingly abundantly above all that we could
ask or imagne through the power found in
Christ Jesus, (Ephesians 3:20) i we would only
believe in Hm. God has chdlenged me over the
years to 'dream big' and | feel lke | have. Yet
| know that my dreams stil pale in comparison
to the plans that He has for me.
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“For | know the plans | have $or you:
declares the Lord, "plahs to prosper You and
hot to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future Jeremiah 27:

He has plans for my welfare and not for evil,
to give me a future and a hope. (Jeremiahn
291) "For now | know in part; then | shall know
fuly, even as | have been f£uly known' (I
Corinthians 1312) When | was a chid, | dreamt
a possible dream. Now as an adult | have
chosen to dream an impossible dream. H's a
dream that | cont possibly achieve on my
own, not ever. But God has placed it in my
heart none-the-less. H's a dream where | write
the books the world reads because theyre
hungry for the bread from heaven H's a
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dream where | stand on a stage before
thousands of people and lead them through a
prayer of salvation folowed by a worship and
praise that they've been holding in their entire
lives. | dream for people to KNOW Hm lke
Adam knew Eve, intimately and beyond al
shame because they've been eternaly
Forgiven and not condemned. None of that is
possible without God. Apart from God we can
do nothing but a part of Hm we can do
everything

So often | feel lke Mary g] Lulge_chqzter_l

when the angel Gabriel comes to her and tells
her that she has been chosen to birth the
Christ chid and she says, 'how can this be?'
And the angel replies, "No+hing is impossible
with God'.
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Luke \:37 Fore

iS imPossitme With 60d:

Often | find myseHZ Pmying and +hankin9 God

for using me for this or for that and | wil
say, 'Lord, you coud have used anybody to
do that, but you used me. Thark You!' Do you
know what He said the last fime | prayed that,
‘No. | couldn't have used just anybody. | could
only use you' And | knew that He had a point.

We are dl made so uniguely that we all have a
unique purpose in this world. We were created
to perform certain jobs and functions that
only we can do. And i were not doing them
then who wil get them done? K were not
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doing the jolo that we were created for then
that _]ola isn't geHing done correcﬂy.

| was created to be a teacher. A teacher of
the Word of God. | know that now. | NEVER in
a milion years would have known that in
Kindergarten. | couldnt dream that high. | stil
have trouble dreaming that high But | know
that as long as | keep following the Man with
the plans [ get there. Somehow. Someday. In
His way. Untl then Il keep dreaming the
impossible dream that the God of al hope
gave me to dream He is a good God who
FulFils His promises. No matter how impossible
they may seem o us.
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" With man tnis is impossible,

\ but with GOd
- all (—hmqr are

possnble

Matthew 19:26
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Sabbath

NO

READING
TODAY!

] can do

all things

“Christ

who gives me

strengﬂt.
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